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Patterson-Gimlin Film Anniversary Noted By PSGB 
 

The year 2017 marked the 50th anniversary of the Patterson-

Gimlin film, an auspicious year, not only for “Bigfooters,” but 

also for members of the Primate Society of Great Britain 

(PSGB), which likewise marked its 50th anniversary, founded 

on May 22, 1967, by the Primate Group of the Zoological 

Society of London. The PSGB also shares with Bigfooters 

some notable personalities, 

who have played significant 

roles in the search for relict 

hominoids. For example, its 

founding council president 

was Dr. John R. Napier, a 

prominent primatologist and physician at the University of 

London, and subsequently Director of the Primate Biology 

Program at the Smithsonian (note the years: 1967-1969). 

Napier went out on the proverbial limb to publish one of the first serious academic treatments of 

the subject of unrecognized hominoids, Bigfoot: The Yeti and Sasquatch in Myth and Reality 

(Dutton & Co., 1973).  Napier was among that first cohort of scientists in the USA to examine 

the Patterson-Gimlin film, but remained generally skeptical of it. He stated, “The upper half 

bears some resemblance to an ape and the lower half is typically human. It is almost impossible 

to conceive that such structural hybrids could exist in nature.” (p.91). This conclusion is rather 

ironic, because had his book been published a mere year or two later, the discovery of “Lucy,” an 

australopithecine, might have altered his thinking. Lucy demonstrated habitual bipedalism in a 

small-brained hominin, and was described as looking like a chimp from the waist up and like a 

rather typical human from the waist down – a mosaic of structures not so inconceivable after all. 

Ultimately, he stated in his book that "there was nothing in this film which would prove 

conclusively that this was a hoax." (p. 89).   

   The PSGB notes as its patron Dr. Jane Goodall DBE. I would 

venture to say that most in the “Bigfoot community” also 

consider Dr. Goodall something of a patron, for her 

acknowledgement of the sasquatch question. She has made 

numerous public statements about her fascination and open-

mindedness on the subject. Perhaps most widely known are her 

comments during an interview on National Public Radio's 

(NPR) Talk of the Nation: Science Friday with Ira Flatow 

(September 27, 2002). Furthermore, her endorsement of the 

investigation of the matter is on the cover of Meldrum’s Sasquatch: Legend Meets Science 

(Doherty, 2006). She elsewhere stated, “The growing scientific evidence you have so 
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wonderfully documented warrants that science take the legendary primate as worthy of 

investigation. The study of sasquatch is long overdue” (personal correspondence). 

   Finally, the current editor of the Primate Eye, the publication 

of the PSGB, is Ian Redmond OBE, primate biologist and 

wildlife conservationist. Redmond was appointed the Am-

bassador for the UN Year of the Gorilla. In addition, he serves 

as a member of the RHI editorial board and demonstrates a 

keen interest and personal participation in the investigation of 

relict hominoids throughout the world. The confluence of these 

mutual golden anniversaries was not lost on him. Redmond 

took the opportunity to open the anniversary issue of the 

Primate Eye, which contained the PSGB 50th Anniversary Meeting Program, with an editorial. In 

it, he observed, “in the same year that PSGB was founded, and Dian Fossey began her landmark 

study of mountain gorillas, it so happened that a tall bipedal figure was filmed in Bluff Creek, 

northern California.” Redmond continued, “Despite repeated expert analysis over half a century, 

the PGF still defies efforts to dismiss it as a hoax. As scientists, of course, we should always be 

willing to examine the evidence – each newly described species shows that, however well we 

think we know a genus, and however unlikely the prospect of a new species might seem, 

improbable does not mean impossible.” These comments by Redmond signal a significant 

acknowledgement of the need for objectivity when it comes to the scientific consideration of 

persistent evidence and published scholarly literature, including the RHI. We can only hope that 

his message was equally impactful on the members of the PSGB, especially those of the rising 

generation, pressing forward under shifting paradigms and revised attitudes. Redmond’s editorial 

(Primate Eye 123:1-3, October 2017) can be read below in its entirety. 

 

Jeff Meldrum, Editor 

Idaho State University 
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