




• If, all the way through, your paraphrase too closely parallels the author's sentence

structure (the author asks three questions, so you ask three questions), rewrite it and

vary it.
• If, at any place, your paraphrase looks close to the exact words of the original, carefully

rewrite it in your own words.
• Use the documentation style (MLA, APA, or other) your professor recommends to be

sure your citations are appropriate.

Penalties for Academic Dishonesty: 

The following is a listing of the penalties which may be imposed for academic dishonesty. The 

results of the process shall be entered into the student's permanent university record. In 

line with ISU's Academic Integrity and Dishonesty policy (ISUPP 4000), "withdrawal from a 

course does not exempt a student from penalties for academic dishonesty."

Potential penalties within a course: Each penalty is separate. In no way is it intended that these 

penalties be imposed in a sequential order. Combinations of penalties may be imposed, 

however. Any penalty imposed shall be in proportion to the severity of the offense. 

1) Warning -The faculty member indicates to the student that further academic

dishonesty will result in other sanctions be imposed.

2) Resubmission of work - The faculty member requires that the endeavor in question

by rewritten to conform with proper academic standards and requirements or that a

new project be developed. The instructor may specify additional requirements.

Note: Formal procedures for dealing with a plagiarism complaint begin at this point; both of the 

two penalties below are possible end results of the departmental complaint process. 

3) Grade reduction -The student's grade is lowered or a grade of "F" assigned for a

test, project, or other academic endeavor.

4) Failing-A grade of "F" is assigned for the course.

Note that penalties for plagiarism exist beyond the immediate course in which the situation 

occurs. Penalties at the University level include suspension from the University for a length of 

time specified by the University administration, depending upon the circumstances surrounding 

the act of academic dishonesty. The most severe penalty for academic dishonesty at the 

University level is expulsion, which may be imposed for extreme or multiple acts of academic 

dishonesty. Once expelled, the student will not be eligible for readmission to the University. 

Records of any act of academic dishonesty will be placed in the student's permanent file. This 

information may be made available to prospective employers or other educational institutions. 

Thus, any student committing an act of academic dishonesty may be jeopardizing his or her 

future educational or employment opportunities. 
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